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COMMUXCIATION. 

For  the  Evjdesce. 

To  the  Editor. 

The  li^'e  of  Barnabas  is  submitted  to 

your  itujiection.  If  o:i  rtadini^  the 

mme,  you  should  think  it  ini^ht  be 

a  suitable  counterpart  to  the  life  of 

Paul,  and  be  of  real  use  to  the 

cause  of  religio7i,  end  induce  others^ 

csliecially  gospel  ministers,  to  ^  ^o 

$ 

end  do  lihrvisef  you  are  at  liberty 
to  make  zvhat  use  of  it  you  shFl 
think  proper. 

The  life  of  Barnabas. 

IX  writing  the  liistory  and  draw¬ 
ing  tiie  characters  of  the  great 
and  the  good,  and  giving  an  impar¬ 
tial  view  of  their  most  pivomincni 
features  for  the  instruction  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  others,,  mncli  care  is  to  be 
Used  that  no  exageratiens  take 
place  which  might  give  a  false  view 
of  their  real  characters,  and  tend 
to  give  an  undue  byass  to  the  iniiui 
W"  the  reader,  or  an  unjust  portrait 
of.the  subject.  It  is  also  ira::ortant, 
^^3  inudi  as  possible,  to  avcid  con- 
jucturcs  which  may  be  -  nothin;:; 
uiore  than  the  eSasions  of  a  warm 
iniaginaticn.  or  a  strong  prepos¬ 
session  in  favor  of-the  poison  \>hc5e 


character  is  drawn  ;  but  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  that  a  rigid  regard  be 
paid  to  truth,  and  that  t!ie  writer  ex¬ 
amines  tlic  materials  from  whence 
he  obtains  his  information,  and  se¬ 
lects  such  only  as  appear  lobe  au¬ 
thentic  and  calculated  to  give  just 
ideas  of  tlie  personage  whom  he 
attempts  to  describe.  In  writing 
the  lives  of  those  who  have  gone 
before  him,  the  Idstorian  is  indebted 
to  others  for  the  matter  from 
w'hence  he  forms  his  cvrn  concep- 
llcns.  The  light  which  he  conveys 
on  tlm  character  of  those  wlio  have 
iivcvi  in  former 'age's,  tvili  be  in  pre- 
portion  to  the  quantity  and  authen¬ 
ticity  of  those  v  riilngs  from  whence 
lie  obtains  Iiis*  information,  and  the 
candor  and  veracity  witli  winch  he 
w:  ite^.  If  these  are  full  and  par¬ 
ticular  he  may  be  the  more  cooi- 

0  A. 

oils — If  sl'iort,  he  must  be  more 
concise.  In  the  latter  case,  some¬ 
thing  will  depend  on  inferences 
drawn  from  premises.  These  re¬ 
quire  the  utmost  care  that  they  be 
notfalacious  or  doubtful,  but  such 
as  flow  so  natural  from  the  subject, 
as  will  admit  of  no  doubt  of  their  re¬ 
ality.  If  the  character  to  be  draw  n 
is  taken  from  sacred  Idstorv,  and 
is  composed  from  brief  hints  which 
lie  scattered  .n  dliTercnt  parts,  and 
in  connection  with  general  history, 
it  vvil’  imuortanl  lo  keen  as  near 

A.  4 

the  il'cral  ser.se  cftlie  writer  as  may 
l)e  an*!  be  careful  In  invei^ugatiiie: 
t!)c  n.b'joct  ;  !iot  to  be  wise  rbor 


''*bat  is  writicr*,  or  be  afraid  that 
truth  uill  seuuor.  by  hringinij  into 
view*  liH'  whole  character  of  the  sub- 
jcLt  which  he  attempts  to  display. 

Tnr.  apostle  Tt'arrabas  t^asoreof 
those  shining  characters  and  emi¬ 
nent  saints  w  iio  was  employed  by 
^thc  great  Iirad  of  the,. church  to 
propagate  the  everlasting  gospel 
and  spread  the  news  of  salvaticn  a- 
inong  the  unenlightened  heathen  !  | 
Ke  was  born  in  Cyprus,  !)ut  at  what . 
time  and  of  vvhai  parentage  wc  are 
not  informed.  He  was  of  Jewish  • 
extract,  and  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  * 
Wiielher  his  parents  were  alllu- 
enti  we  have  no  informatio!)  ;  but  as 
he  was  a  possessor  of  lands  it  ap¬ 
pears  probable  he  was  not  without 
a  decent  edncalioh,  w  hicli  also  ap¬ 
pears  the  more  likely  to  be  a  fact, 
in  fnat  he  was  designated  by  t!;c 
spirit  of  inspiration,  to  travel  with 
Vaul  as  a  missionary  among  the 
learned  hcatlicn.  At  v/)uat  time 
this  great  man  was  converted  to  the  I 
Christian  faith,  or  by  what  means,  ! 
'the  sacred  history  dees  not  inform  j 
\is.  It  appears  however*  from  ccr-  I 
tain  circumstance^,  that  lie  was  ear-  j 
Ir  called  to  a  beliel  of  the  gospel  ! 
and  was  among  the  followers  of  our  I 
Lord  from  the  beginning  of  his  | 
ministry.  When  MatU>ir.s  was  } 
called  totl'.e  ano'tleship,  Peter  men-  1 
tlons'it  as  important,  that  the  candi-  ! 
date  for  that  otllcc  should  be  one 
vvho  had  companied  w  ith  therh  all 
tlie  time  that  the  Lord  Jesus  v\ent 
in  and  out  among  them,  beginning 
from  the  baptism  of  Joi  n  unto  the  j 
same  day  that  I  e'  was  taken  no  ! 

•  -  I 

from  them.  '  As  llarhabas  was  j 
calicd  to  be  an  apostle,  he  was  j 
most  likely  to  "be  a  person  of  that  \ 
description.  This  doesfuither  ap-  | 
pear  that  when  Paul*  after  his  coi>  | 
version  and  ictum  to  Jciiisalcm,  j 
assayed  to  ;oin  himself  to  the  <iis-  I 
cipks  who  v/ere  afraid  of  hiiii —  j 


that  Barnabas’  gave  such  infornia. 
tion  of  him  ;as  fully  removed  tlici’j; 
fears,  by  which  it  appears  he  wai 
r  man  of  an  cstabhsiied  character 
in  the  Christian  clniivh.  The  fust 
account  we  have  in  jvicred  wTuof 
this  eminent  servant  of  the  l.ord 
.fesus,  was  at  an  early  j^erLcKl  of  (he 
Christian  church,  sometime  alter 
the  ascension  of  our  Lord.  The 
first  action  of  his  displayed  his  zeal 
for  the  Christian  cairjc  and  the 
w'r.fnVcst  benevolence  lor  his  frT. 
low  Ciirisrians.  'Phat  he  might  l)e 
disentangled  from  llie  w oriel  and 
relieve  liie  wants  of  others,  lic  made 
sale  of  Ms  lands  not  for  tne  sake 
of  siK  culatioi),  but  for  ad\ancing  ih- 
caiisc  of  (iod,  raid  according  to  the 
rnstoms  of  the  chiirrti  in  that  plar®, 
gave  ll.c  money  into  the  chui\h 
treasury  for  the  piKilic  use. 


Wiirx  the  persecution  tvhic^ 
took  place  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Stcplicn,  the  ininis^tr^ 
of  the  Christian  clmrch  travelled  a- 
broad  and  went  as  iar^  as  Phenire* 
rus  and  Antkxh;  but  bcir.» 
freed  fior^  Jew  ish  prejuclirrs,  they 
preached  to  the  Jews  only.  liU* 
some  of  them  at  Aniioch  spake  to 
the  Giccians,  when  a  great  numlrr 
of  them  believed  and  lurneci  to  t::r 
Lord.  Tidings  like  these,  coming 
to  the  cars  of  tlic  clmrch  atJeru- 
Salem,  it  was  necessary  that  son:e 
one  who  was  w^ell  infornicd  and  wc^l 
established  in  the  Christian  faith, 
should  go  to  tliat  place  to  cncouv- 
age  and  superintend  the  w  oik  ci 
Cod  wliich  liad  taken  place  tiicre. 
Oh  this  Lccv.sion  Barnabas  was  se¬ 
lected  from  all  othei  s  lo  attend  oa 
so  important  an  occasion,  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  Chri.>tian  chuve’j 
in  that  citv.  Tlie  cluiractcr  acfl 
conduct  of  Barnaba  hen  he  ari  lr- 
o<l  at  Au.tioeh,  is  given  by  tiu*  pen 
fif  ifiipmaiio.n  in’ Acis  11. 

He  carac  to  ll'iC  [  lace.  lie  took  a 


Ia/c  of  Barnahat , 


i:5l 


Kill  view  of  wiiat  wus  transactiiifr 
there.  He  was  persuaded  it  was  a 
^t-nuinc  work  o(  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  ill  view  of  wliat  God  was  doin;^, 
Ills  heart  expanded  with  joy.  He 
had  a  heart  nearly  allied  to  thooc 
Llessed  spirits  above,  who  rejoice 
at  the  conversion  of  a  sinner  unio 
God.  of  the  aI)uiH!aijre  of  his 

heart  his  inuuih  sj)*ike.  lie  e\- 
iiorted  them  to  forsake  their  idol 
I'ods  and  he-ithen  customs  aiul  turn 
lo  God,  not  fcignedly  or  ouiwaruiy 
only,  but  that‘  with  put  pose  ofiieart 
they  would  cleave  to-  the  Lord.' 
Tiie  cause  of  Ins  rejoicing  ami  coii- 
ducting  iii  this  inanner  is  ijlven  i.i  a 


on  the  conlrai  y  Jeit  his  need  of  an 
able  assistant,  and  imnieiiiately 
v\  ent  lo  'i'ai  sus  to  seek  Said,  and  re¬ 
quested  his  liclp.  (;n  obtaining 
him  they  returned  together  to  An¬ 
tioch  aiul  became  fellow  laborers 
ill  the  church  i*!  that  .city  for  ihc 
spaa ^  of  one  year.  After  this,  lit 
consequence  of  cilsiress  and  poitr- 
ty  iin  Jerusalem,'  tin:  Cliristians  in 
Anliocii  contributed  for  their  re- 

4 

iief,  w  hich  occasioned  i^aul  and  Bar¬ 
nabas  lo  return  to  Jcrusalefu  to  car¬ 
ry  ti'icrn  alms,  v,  here  alter  a  short 

stay  tlicy  came  buck  again  lo  Auti- 

.  *  '  ' 

Ci  wt< . 


following  passage.  r  or  lie  was 
a  goo<i  niaii  and  lull  of  tl:c  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  faith.**  By  a  ^^ood 
Tiiaii  we  are  not  to  understand  one 
w'iui  was  possessed  of  natural  and 
ciiiiubic  quaiilles  oTiIy,  but  one  who 
liad  receiveil  a  cliangt;  of  heart  bv 
t!.e  spirit  of  God.  JIc  not  only 
p^issessed  the  supernatural  gifts 

of  the  Holv'  Ghost  bestowed  on 

# 

the  apostles  and  first  ministers  o»" 
the  c:ojpel.but  was  one  born  of  the 
^piiit.  Of  the  infiiiencci  of  lliia 
‘.pirii  h.c  was  not  only  a  subject, 
•but  lie  e!';oyeii  ii  in  a  high  degree —  | 
I.e  WixbjLti  Kji  ilic  Holy  Gliost. — 
ile  WHS  a  true  balicvcr  in  the 
L<>rd  Jesus,  and  in  the  su'ength  of 
Ills  liiiiii  he  Was  enabled  to  venture 
Ills  all  oil  i'»is  Saviour  and  trust  on 
his  ’promise  tor  salvaUon.  *  He  not 
only  iiad  faitin  aiul  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure  as  a  Oircbtian  grace,  but  lie 
had  a  good  uncleratanciing-  in  liie 
Ckri'.tiaa  svsicni.  aiid  was  weila- 
ble  to  instriK  c  ami  teacli  those  fun- 
dumental  irutiis  whiih  were  ncces- 
y  to  saivaiion.  Gfllie  success  of 
his  rniijl>iry  we  are  next  inforined. 

**  And.  niucli  people  was  added  In  the 
Lord/'  (Jn  Ibis  occasion  t!ic  bu- 
minty  ann  diili  Jer.ce  of  liarnabaH  ♦ 
v.ere  fully  displayed.  Instead  of  ! 
b-di)g  elated  with  pii.ie  in  hi:j  great 


Success,  or  fc. 


ieJl-suilicicno  iie 


I  At  this  place  the  Holy  Ghost 
;  gave  a  special  attcsfaiion  to  the  pi- 
f  etv  and  abi.itv  of  Bartiabas,  bv  an 
immediate  call  for  iiim  and  Paul  to 
be  separated  to  tlie  woik  of  the  min¬ 
istry  as  missionaries  among  the  hea¬ 
then.  In  spieading  the  gospel  a- 
the  efJigbieTied  of 

mankir/ch  they  Would  have  en- 
ccMjiiter  not  only  the  corrupiiou  oi  * 
t*ne  depraved  heart  J  t!ie 
ranceof  the  common  ma^s  vf  inan- 
Uind,  but  the  cunning  sophistry  of 
('irecian  and  Roman  orators  arid 
Pi'ilosopiieis.  This  rot  only  re¬ 
quired  men  of  uncommon  grace  *ii:d 
lordtnde,  but  ol  good  abilities  and 
sound  judgment.  Prom  the 
ciioice  of  Barnabas'  to  this  import¬ 
ant  work,  we  must  suppose  him  ti  ’ 
quailed  hy  few*  if  any  oftiie  apo^tle^, 
excepchis  Icliow  coinpauion  thca- 

DObtie  Paul.  In  this  work  thev  cn- 

*  « 

gagevl  with  reclpriKral  feelings  and 
belief.  Ti*cy  conlciuplated  the  ar- 
diKHis  \mornaking  in  wiich  they 
had  engaged,  and  wore  not  iritlinidai- 
cd  in  view  o:  impending  dun^or  and 
uifl'iculiy.  No.  the  cinobmcu  iorco' 
of  ail  the  ti\il  poNv^is  on  c^ith, 
nor  line  universal  i!ep‘M\ity  of  c\e- 
ly  iieait  wbicii  thev  \*ere  to  at,- 
tlress,  iould  make  imprc>s:o!i  ca 
thed/  iiiiniA  C  •  W«4  «  4  r,.  lUciii 


% 


i 


Barnabas. 


fromlhcir  work..  They  were  unaw- 
ccl  by  threats,  unappalled  by  clan- 
irer,  unconnurecl  bv  harclshio,  and 
unwearied  In  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
Notliinir  could  deter  them  from 
propagating  the  gospel  and  spread¬ 
ing  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  by 
a  crucined  Saviour  among  remoiesc 
nations.  After  a  course  of  suffering 
and  success  in  tlieir  work  thev  re- 
turned  back  to  Antioch,  ha^ing  ben¬ 
efited  great  numbers  by  their  min¬ 
istry,  and  estahiished  many  church¬ 
es  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

In^  the  long  and  painful  lour 
which  was  made  by  tiie  apostles, 
it  appeared  that  as  no  degree  of  su:- 
feriiig  or  danger  could  have  the 
least  etfect  on  them,  or  cause  them 
to  deviate  from  tl;c  path  of  duty  on 
tlie  ofie  hand,  so  no  measure  of 
popular  applause,  or  even  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of^  obtaiiiing  divine  honor 
could  move  them  on  the  other. 
Tnat  same  benevolence  of  heart 
and  regard  the  cause  arid  honor 
of  tueir  divine  master,  which  was 
prodf  against  c\il  report  and 
injurious  treatment,  was  equally  so 
against  good  report,”  and  the 
careses  of  the  adoring  multitude. 
Firm  as  a  rock  they  testify  their  ut¬ 
ter  abhorence  of  the  impious  hon¬ 
ors  paid  to  them  by  the  deluded 
heathen,  and  shew  the  greatest 
zeal  against  their  idolatrous  con¬ 
duct,  by  endeavoring  to  rive 
them  corrccter  ideas-  of  ihc 
great  Creator  of  all  things,  and 
turn  their  attention  to  that  God 
^ji)hich  made  heaven  and  earth  and 
eea  and  all  thing's  that  are  ihereinB 

O 

Another  trait  of  the  Christian  char¬ 
acter  wherein  it  shews  its  su¬ 
periority  to  every  otl;er,  was  a- 
luindariily  exemplified  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  these  servants  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  at  this  time.  Wlien 
Paul  had  been  barba.^oiisly  sioncf! 
to  death  by  the  infatuated  multi¬ 
tude,  alii  was  miraculously  raised 


to  life,  they  were  so  tar  from  shew, 
ing  a  spirit  of  revenge,  that  on  the 
contrary,  actuated  by  the  spirit  of 
their  Lord,  who  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  prayed  for  his  murderers — . 
they  as  soon  as  the  ferment  of  pas¬ 
sion  w^as  over,  returned  back  and 
preached  the  gospc!  at  Lvstra  to 
tliose  who  had  stoned  Pan!,  and  at 
icoitium,  and  Aniioch  to  those 
whose  instigation  had  occasioned 
this  horid  outrage.  On  tl.is  occa¬ 
sion  they  displayed  tlic  true  spirit 
of  the  gosped,  gave  a  living  com¬ 
ment  oir  the  directions  of  our  Lord, 
recorded  iViat.  j.  4  1.  But  I  sau 
unto  uouy  love  vour  rncniie^f,  hiess 
them  that  curse  yoUs  do  j^^ood  to  them 
that  hate  uou^  and  pray  for  thrui 
veho  despir  fully  use.  ysu  aad  ficrsc- 
cute  you  and  sot  an  example 
wortiiv  of  the  imitation  of  every 
Chri^stian,  cspeoikliy  ministers  of 
the  gospel. 

Upon  their  return  to' Antioch, 
they  gave  a  rehears..!  of  what  God 
had  done  for  tnem,  and  how  he 
had  opened  the  door  of  faith  to  tlie 
Gentile  world,  which  was  no  doubt 
p!ea*ingto  ail  tliOse  v.  lio  rejoiced 
in  the  prosperity  of  Zion. 

Is  process  of  rime  new*  difncul- 
ties  arose  to  disturb  tliC  peace  of 
the  church,  and  trv  the  faith  and 
patience  of  the  apostles.  Certain 
of  the  Judaizing  teachers  plead 
tlie  necessity  of  circumcision 
as  a  term  cf  salvation.  This 
produced  dissention  and  disput¬ 
ation  between  them  and  the  a- 
nostles.  d'iie  result  of  this 
controversy  pn)ciuced  a  drxision  of 
the  church,  tlua  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
together  with  the  delegates  fiom 
the  church*  should  go  to  Jerusalem 
to  tliC  apostles  and  elders  to  g  hn 
further  infonur.lion  conceming  tliC 
path  of  duty. 

U?oH  their  arrival  at  Jerusalem 


a  dispute  of  the  same  kind  took 
place  there  on  the  question.  The 
apostles  and  elders  gathered  on 
the  occasion,  and  alter  much  dis¬ 
putation  it  was  determined  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  the  Gentiles  should 
bear  no  greater  burden  than 'the  fol- 
lov/ing  tilings  :  That  they  abstain¬ 

ed  from  meats  off^*:red  to  idols— ^from 
btoed — •from  things  slran'^d.d^  and 
from  fornication,^^  I’hat  all  grounds 
of  suspicion  should  be  removed, 
they  sent  Judas  and  Silas,  Idghly 
rcconnrnendeci,  whose  tes:ir:ioi:y 
sliould  corroborate  tiiat  of  tliC  a- 
pr sties  and  delegates.  Upon  their 
: n  ival  at  Antioch  tlic  decision  at 
Jerusalem  was  received  with  the 
niost  heart  felt  emotions  of  joy. 

SoMETiMK  after  tl'.Is,  Paul  actu¬ 
ated  bv  a  sincere  regard  for  the 
cause  of  his  Turd  arid  the  souhn  f 
i.is  Cl;rl>lian  lirethicn,  proposed  to 
Barnabas  to  uke  a  second  tour  and 
visit  those  churches  which*  tl.ey 
liad  planted,  and  attend  to  their 
spli’itual  wclfai’c.  Bainahas,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  equal  bcnevoieiice,  readi¬ 
ly  agreed  to  the  proposal.  On  tills 
occasivj!!  an  unlrappy  didicuity  arose 
uiid  a  warm  dispute  took  place  be¬ 
tween  tv.'oof  tl;c  dearest  friends  aiul 
most  crniner.t  s'uir.ts  who  ever  lived 
in  our  world,  wliicli  slicws,  in  a 
most  strikln.g  manner,  the  imper¬ 
fection  of  the  best  of  men,  and  the 
danger  of  laving  too  great  stress 
upon  those  things  wliich  do  not  de¬ 
stroy  the  founilatiun  of  Christian 
faith  and  discipline.  Barnabas  de¬ 
termined  to  take  v/ilh  them,  as  an 
assistant,  his  nephew  John  Mark, 
wiio  in  their  late  tour,  on  account  of 
the  diiTiCuities  which  arose,  and  the 
hardships  which  they  liad  to  en¬ 
counter,  had  left  them  and  returned 
back  to  Jerusalem.-  Paul,  on  the 
contrary,  could  net  suppose  that  a 
young  man  w  ho  luui  thus  cii.^playcd 
ills  Want  of  resol utiofi,  could  be  a 
person  wlio  ouglit  to  bo  encouraged 


or  could  be  entrusted  in  so  ardu¬ 
ous  an  undertaking.  As  all  good 
men  have  natural  infiiniities,  owing 
to  bodily  constitution,  the  causes  of 
w'liich  w'c  shall  not  attempt  lu  ex¬ 
plore  ;  so  it  is  probable  li.e  present 
occasion  presented  an  oppoi  tunil/ 
for  these  rood  men,  who  in  otiier 
respects  w  ere  invulnerabic>  to  bo 
pierced  by  the  anov,  i  cf  tiic  adver¬ 
sary  of  souls  in  a  pait  which  was 


weak. 


Paul  was  a  man  of  undaunted 
courage  and  luiccnquerable  fiun- 
ness.  f*is  e-rcr.t  zeal,  aiui  high 
si)iiit,  engaged  in  to  gotd  a  cause 
as  propagating  the  ros{)el  of  Ci  lisl 
Jesus,  could  not  l)ear  the  idea  '*f  the 
least  intimi.latlon,  or  shrinkitig  bad: 
from  danger.  I'.Ieasurin^theli.ith  and 
reLoIutio:;  of  others  !>y  iiis  ow  n  leel- 
ingi,  !:c  could  not  ma!;c  the  neces 
st.r  y  allowances  for  the  ledings  cf 
oMicrsorthc  weakness  of  a 
Chriotinn,  and  consequ«iaiy  cou:d 
not  suppose  that  one  who  ir*  ti:c  . 
hour  cf  danger  gave  back  ;  not 
through  disurfeclion  to  l!:e  caiue, 
but  frem  Lun*an  weal' ness,  could, 
on  a  future  occaiiion^  be  pcssess'.d 
of  sunicient  firmness  to  be  ciUi  list¬ 
ed  wiili  so  important  a  w’crk.  Bar¬ 
nabas  on  the  other  hand,  who  iVcm 
the  mildness  of  his  temper  and  the 
gentleness  of  his  address,  h.ad  ac¬ 
quired  his  name  from  the  apostles 
which  signifies  a  son  of  consolation, 

could  m.ore  readiiv  ovcrlcck  tlie 

0 

faliiljgs  of  a  young  man,  who  had 
lately  been  called  to  the  Christian 
faith,  and  had  not  iiad  that  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  school  of  Christ  or  li  e 
Cliiisiian  warlare  as  himself.  He 
could  suppose  he  miglit  have  seen 
his  error,  and  as  he  was  now  ready, 
even  in  view  of  danger,  to  engage 
a  second  lime — tl'.ere  w  as  reason  to 
I:One  lie  would  nt»t.  be  guiitv  of  a 
second  defection,  but  si  aul  more 
firm  in  the  hour  of  danger  and  ''o 
Iionor  to  the  Cause  of  God  Ter- 


C-oJivcmion  of  a  iVo?nGit, 


haps  on  the  present  occasion  the 
tie<  of  afiinity  might  have  some  in¬ 
fluence  on  his  decision. 

i 

So  gre^t  was  the  contention  be¬ 
tween*  Paul  and  Biruibis  now  that 
they  whom  no  degree  of  suffering 
could  ever  induce  to  disagree  be¬ 
fore  that  a  difference  in  opinion 
^epiiotcd  them  fiom  each  othei’. 
Upon  this  each  chose  hiscomp**!)!^!, 
took  a  cliilerent  rout,  :»iid  cndc^voi - 
ed  to  spread, the  same  gospel  apart 
which*  they  Had  fornicriy  propagat¬ 
ed  together. 

Ecc  LESiASTiCAi.  history  inbrms, 
that  Paul  and  BarnabiS  were  hfier- 
wards  happily  united  to  e^ch  otiier 
and  hH  differences  sctilcd  beiween 
them. 


(  To  ic  concluded  In  our  next.) 


COM  M UXi  C  AT  I O  N. 

jFvr  the  lii'iDscE, 

# . 

A  LiTTLF  more  lh?.n  four  years 
since  1  visUeJ  <x  congrega¬ 

tion,  and  afeer  preaching  c:i  t**ic 
sabbatli,  was  invited  by  one  :cf  my 
liearers  to  visit-u  daughter,  who 
was  ti'.en  sick.^  I  ap]/ointeci  the 
next  day,  and -accordingly  .a£:ci)ded. 
I  found  the  sick  persoti  \a  gre  d  ag- 
ojiv  of  nund  iind  some  of  thnihiiii- 
ly  in  tivars.  .  I  entered  i..to  c^r.rer- 
sation  with  the  ihrnirr  -and  nii-ide 
some  ei.nuirrs  respecting  t:.c  sick 
person,  hopini':  ihat,  in  the  mean 
time,  her  CMtrenie  agi.atlon  of 
jiiiiidy  v.hlcii  f.ppt'c.red  lo  be  en- 
cre-ased  by  my  ii.st  appearance, 
V'ouki  Subside.  SiiC  hiji  arne  iiioie 

cOiiipoiicd.  X  tiiCii  c*ite reel  iii kO  con- 


(verstttion  with  her  and  asked  her 

!  a  number  of  questions,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  lier  mind. 
The  most  of  these  (luestioiis,  how¬ 
ever,  she  was  unable  to  answer,  bv 
reason  of  her  great  di^sircss  of  mind 
anri  the  operation  of  livtdy  passions; 
Tears  flowed  very  Copiously.  Ap¬ 
pearances  were,  such  as  gave  me 
reason  to  eoiiciuue  iliat  her  illness 
was  ]>rineipa!ly  uccasidned,  or  at. 

I  least  very  much  increased  by  g»'eal 
agOiiy  cd  mind  respecting  her  siiu- 
alion  as  a  bifincr  in  t!ic  sight'  of  u 
holy  God.  u:an  n^aj  sustain 

inJirniUiefi^  a  %vounded  ijiiric 

*ij!:v  tun  her  T' 

SiiK  had  been  under  alarming 
appichcnsloii  i.I)out  l.cr  soul  for 
some  weeks  ;  and  about  this  time 
they  a:v/sc  to  such  u  iieg»'ce,  thal  in 
coiincciion  uti’n  a  heii\y  cc»ld  she 
had  taken,  a  Iiigh  fever  was  pro- 
(iuced  ar.d  she  was  con  lined  to  her 
hed.  She  imuiaginV-d  tiiat  she  wa^i 
(U)  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and  was 
even  positive  th.vt  she  should  file 
th<i  ibllr.wing  niglu.  •  It  migiii  nu- 
turtily  be  expecied,  tlrat  In  this  slt- 
iratiori,  she  would  listed  to  proposed 
reixu.*  Ar,d  so  it  was.  Afior  hav¬ 
ing  oiitai.ued  uil  the  information  I 
could  of  her  situation,  I  proceeded 
to  conmiunicate  snc!\  instruction  as 
appeared  ti)  be  uda’)tcd  to  hcrcir- 
cun»‘,ranccs.  '  1  CiKtcavoved  to 
we:d*.en,  in  so:nc  measure,  the  im¬ 
pression  she  had  received  that  lier 
illness  would  tenninate  fatally  tiiat 
nigin,  remarking,  Iiowever,  tlia’c 
life  was  uncertain,  and  that  tins  un- 
c:jrt?inty  was  intended  Avitli  !a*rmus 
considcratiens  in  lire  case  cf  tiic 
si.iher  under  condrmnation,  wiih- 
evA  God  and  without  l:ope  in  the 
3.1ediatr  r.  Ol  tid:;  she  \vu:>  id  rea¬ 
dy  souvibie — anci  trembled.  1  en- 
doavb!t*(l  to  shew  ii>e  cyccedliug 
siiifuliiehs  (»r  sin  ;  The  sovereign¬ 
ty  luai  righteousness  of  (iod 
— and  tlicn  directed  her 
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tion  to  the  richness  and  suita¬ 
bleness  of  the  atonement  for 
tlie  vilest  of  sinners— that  tliroufrh 
jesus  the  Mediator  on  y  she  could 
ol)tain  pardon  of  sin— reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  Cod — rest  to  iicr  soul,  ccc. 
Like  a  criinii’.al  under  condemna¬ 
tion,  and  expeclinjr  the  near  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  executioner,  eagerly 
listening  to  the  news— the  good 
news  (*f  a  way  of  escape  from  de¬ 
struction.  So  she  eagerly  ca-’.ght 
every  word,  wliile  1  was  unfolding 
the  scheme  of  mercy.  I  took  my 
leave  with  an  encouragement  that 
1  would  visit  iier  again  in  the  course 
of  that  week. 


pardon  of  sin.  In  a  word,  God  wag 
perfectly  just  and  glorious  in  all 
ids  ways.  She  was  vile  and  hell  de- 
servinj^  and  tli^  gospel  her  refuge 
aiKi  delip  lit. 


I  cALLF.n  accordingly  an  Thnrs- 


.  I  ASKED  her  wliy  she  had  not 

obtaiired  this  deliverance  ,  and 

peace  and  joy  before  ;  observing 

that  God  was  the  same ;  Christ 

and  .tlie  gospel .  way.  of  salvation 

were  tlie  same  and  just  assailable 

and  suflicient  for  desperate  casea 

of  sinners  tormcrlv  as  now.  She 

¥ 

cjiiickly  answered,  that  she  had  ne-. 
ver  licard  of  Christ  the,  Saviour  and 
•this  way  of  saivation  before  my  for-^ 
mcr  visit. 


day.  As  soon,  as  I  entered  t!ie 


j  r 

1  ooin  !  discowreed  a  ^  isible  alteration 
in  tlic  stale  of  her  mind.  Instead  (♦! 
a  fearful  looking  for  of  death  and 
judgment,  a  smile  v/as  on  her 
countenonca — tears  of  joy  trick¬ 
led  down  her  cheeks  and  a  sweet 
tranquility  seemed  dillusedi  through 
her  soul.  In  a  word,  1  never  wit- 
Dessed  a  clearer  ru an station  of 
that  peace  v;h:c!t  passes  al!  un- 
derhtandinr.  O  the  CMcclIcncy  of 
the  halm  of  (fillcad  and  tiie  bkill 
of  the  divine  physician  ! 


1  Imrnrdiutcly  ohsen’ed  to  her 
that  she  was  better  ;  to  w  hich  she 
assented.  Ar.d  on  further  enqui- 
rv  as  to  the  time  when  and  the 
Way  in  wliicli  slio  obtained  relief ; 
she  renlied,  tliat  her.  burden  was 
entirely  removed  and  jience,  that 
J'eace  to  winch  she  luid  always  been 
a  stranger  was  rommunicated  the 
night  after  I  had  been  there,  and, 
if  I  mistake  not,  the  same  night  in 
w  liicli  she  expected  to  die  ;  ll^at 
this  was  done  l>y  Christ  lliC  Sav¬ 
iour,  in  whom  she  discovered  won- 
liers  of  irrace,  and  love  exercised 
towards  her  in  granting  peace  to  her 
W'oundecl  spirit  and  in  procuring 


I  ASKPD  whether  she  had  not  at¬ 
tended  public  worsliip  and  heard 
Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour  of  sin¬ 
ners  preached  ?  S!ie  had  heard  ma¬ 
ny  sermons,  but  bad  never  heard  of 
this  Saviour  before  I  told  her  of  him. 
(Idle  (amily  by  the  by  were  in  the 
practice  of  oh.serving  the  Sabbath 
anti  attending  public  worship.)  I 
again  inqtur'ed  wh^^ther  she  could 
read  and  whether  she  had  read  the 
Bible,  anci  especially  the  New  Tes-. 
testament  ?  Yes,  she  had  read  the 
Bible.  And  did  you  not  read  a- 
l>oiitthe  Saviour  Jesus  Christthere  ? 

she  liad  never  heard  or  read 
about  Jej»us  Christ  being  the  Sav¬ 
iour  previous  to  tiie  foremention- 
ed  visit.  1  »Id  her  she  must  cer¬ 
tainly  Ixf  mistaken  ;  but  all  I  could 
say  io  convince,  her  to  the  contrary* 
w'as  of  no  avail. 


I  The  gospel  to  her  was  news 
as  well  as  good  news  ;  having  lived 
j  in  almost  ll;e  full  blaze  of  gospel 
I  I'ght,  and  yet  was  subject  to  such 
j  an  awful  \cii  of  ignorance  !  But 
j  now  slui  discovered  and  enjoyed  a 
i  least  ot  tat  dungs.  Here  was  anna- 


least  oi  nil  ifungs.  iiere  was  appa¬ 
rently  one  of  tl'.e  many  instances 
in  Wtuch  IS  dcinonstraied  what  it  is 


A,,;,: 
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to  be  brought  out  of  ’darkness  in¬ 
to  God's  marvellous  light — of  hav¬ 
ing  oid  things  pass  away  and  all 


things  become  new.’ 


.  Freu  whs  the  natural  effect  also 
of  t  is  uciiverancei  tirat,  a  few 
d.js  afterwards,  when  I  preach.ed 
in  tiiC  neigiif'orhocd,  she  aitended 
ai'id  her  lieuiili  was  sooa  ve-cstab- 
llsaed. 


It  might  naturally  be  expected, 
triLit  .such  a  striking  deliverance 
Wouivi  not  .admit  of  doubt  rcspect- 
i/.g  l.er  cliaracler  and  state,  and  cs- 
pe.'ially  in  her  own  mind.  But  the 
reverse  of  this  was  the  case. 


Finally  I  concluded  it  would  be 
profit  able  to  biing  her  to  a  trial. 
Accordingiy  I  asked  her  what  she 
would  take  in  exabangc  for  her 
hopes  in  the  Redeemer  and  be  cen 
sidered  dcstiiutc  of  a  God  and  with¬ 
out  an  interest  in  the  blood  of  the 
covenant  ?  Bursting  into  tears,  she 
immediately  exclaimed,  Nothing 
ing  in  the  world  1'* 


The  consequence  w^as,  that  she 
obtained  ccmfortablc  evidence  of 
her  being  a  new  creature  and  there¬ 
fore  might  rest  upon  the  divine 
promises,  or  to  use  her  own  lan¬ 
guage,  sh.c  did  not  know  that  she 
had  a  hope  until  1  attempted  to  take 
itliom  her.’* 


She  had  such  discoveries  of  sin 
5ind  tnc  wickedness  of  her  heart, 
tl:e  instability  of  her  mind  and  her 
aficctions  towards  God,  and  so  great 
a  pronencss  to  vanity,  that  she  dared 
not  conclude  that  she  was  a  Christ¬ 
ian.  She  could  not  be  induced  to 
believe  that  a  Christian  would  act 
cr  feel  as  she  did. 


She  attended  church  ronfcrcnce 
and  was,  not  long  aficr,  examin¬ 
ed  and  received  by  the  cliurch  as  a 
member ;  and  has  satisfactorily 
miintained  the  good  profession 
which  she  nude  before  many  wit¬ 
nesses. 


T  LASORED  frequently  to  com¬ 
fort  her  mind,  and  build  her  up  in 
the  laitii  of  the  gospel. 


Tx  this  situation  she  continued 
for  some  months,  laboring  under 
great  fears  and  doubts,  and  fearful 
to  receive  consolation  on  the  ground 
of  her  being  a  real  believer  ;  not- 
wiihstanding  all  thoi  measures  tliat 
were  taken  to  dissipate  those  fears 
and  inspire  her  with  the  assurraice 


CoMi:cyicA7'ioss  for  the  RcU* 
and  floral  Gazette^  free  cj 
fio^ta^e^  ziill  he  gratefully  rccciz^ 
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